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Telephone :  Spennymoor  2304. 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Spennymoor. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1968. 

The  record  is  a  satisfactory  one,  on  the  whole,  the  vital  statistics 
continuing  the  trends  of  recent  years,  although  it  must  be  remarked 
that  the  birth  rate  appears  to  be  falling  generally  and  the  death  rate 
rising  — but  in  neither  case  is  this  of  much  significance.  Particularly 
pleasing  are  the  low  (for  the  district)  Infant  Mortality  and  Perinatal 
Mortality  Rates  and  the  fact  that  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

There  is  nothing  remarkable  about  the  causes  of  death,  most  being 
accounted  for  by  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  and  by  cancer, 
although  about  one  tenth  of  the  total  came  under  the  heading 
“Bronchitis  and  Emphysema”  (“The  English  Disease”)  with  a  marked 
preponderance  of  males.  Almost  70%  of  all  deaths  occurred  in  persons 
who  were  over  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

There  was  little  incidence  of  infectious  disease  and  none  occurred  in 
epidemic  form  and  there  were  no  cases  of  what  we  think  of  as  the 
serious  infectious  diseases — poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  smallpox,  the 
enteric  fevers  and  others.  There  were  only  four  cases  of  tuberculosis 
notified  and  no  deaths  from  the  disease — a  most  satisfactory  continua¬ 
tion  of  the  trend  in  recent  years. 

This  report  is  really  largely  a  record  of  the  work  of  others.  I  took 
Office  during  the  year — my  predecessor.  Dr.  J.  M.  Hegarty  retiring 
in  July  having  served  in  the  post  for  13  years.  The  report  incorporates 
the  record  of  work  of  the  Health  Inspectorate  (including  Public 
Cleansing)  and  I  am  most  grateful  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  N.  Robinson,  and  the  members  of  the  Health  Department  for  all 
their  help  and  effort  throughout  the  period. 

I  am  pleased  to  have  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you,  Mr. 
Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  for  your  support  and  encouragement 
and  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

R.  GORDON  DRUMMOND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1968 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births 

Number  247 

Rate  per  1,000  population  .  13.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ...  7.5 

Stillbirths 

Number  4 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .  16.0 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births .  251 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  .  5 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  20.0 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

iDirtlts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  live  births) .  12.1 


Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  live  births) . 


12.1 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  27.9 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  . . 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

Deaths 

Number  . 

^\^Lale  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Female  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  (adjusted) 

Area  in  Acres  . 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1968)... 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1968)  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factors : 
^^xrtlxs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

^Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Nil 

Nil 

228 

113 

115 

12.4 

7,543 

18,400 

6,081 

...  .^558,742 

...  £2,222 

1.01 

1.22 
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Section  A. 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND 
VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area — 7,543  acres.  The  District  consists  of  six  wards;  it  borders  with 
the  Urban  Districts  of  Bishop  Auckland,  Crook  and  Willington  and  the 
Rural  Districts  of  Durham  and  Sedgefield. 

Industries — Light  Engineering,  Coal  Mining  and  Agriculture  are  the 
main  industries. 

Population — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year  popu¬ 
lation  is  18,400,  a  decrease  of  50  from  the  1967’s  figure. 

Inhabited  Houses — According  to  the  Rate  Books,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  district  is  6,081. 


2.  Vital  Statistics. 

Registrar  GeneraVs  Area  Comparability  Factors — These  figures  are  a 
means  of  adjusting  the  rates  for  births  and  deaths  so  that  the  population 
of  the  District  is  directly  comparable  with  the  population  of  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole,  in  so  far  as  distribution  of  age  and  sex  is  con¬ 
cerned.  The  adjusted  rates  are  those  to  be  compared  with  the  rates  for 
England  and  Wales  and  the  similarly  adjusted  rates  for  other  areas. 

Births — During  the  year  there  were  registered  123  male  births  and 
124  female  births.  Of  this  total  of  247,  20  were  illegitimate.  There  were 
10  fewer  births  than  in  1967.  The  birth  rate  (adjusted)  was  13.53  as 
compared  with  14.07  for  1967. 

Table  I  shows  the  Birth  Rate  in  comparison  with  those  for  England 
and  Wales  and  for  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham  over  the  past 
ten  years. 

Deaths — 228  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  113  males  and 
115  females. 

The  Death  Rate  (adjusted)  of  15.12  is  higher  than  the  adjusted  rate 
for  last  year  (13.11).  Table  I  shows  a  comparison  with  the  rates  for 
County  Durham  and  for  England  and  Wales. 

Table  III  shows  the  individual  causes  of  death. 
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Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age) — Five 
children  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age  (as  did  four  last  year), 
the  infant  mortality  rate  being  20.0. 

The  rate  for  Durham  County  for  1968  is  20.0  and  for  England  and 
Wales  18.0. 


actual  numbers  of  deaths  for  the 

past  10  years  are:- 

1959  ... 

•  •  • 

7 

1964... 

•  •  • 

3 

1960  ... 

•  t  • 

11 

1965... 

•  •  • 

7 

1961  ... 

•  • « 

11 

1966... 

•  •  • 

8 

1962  ... 

•  •  • 

10 

1967... 

•  •  • 

4 

1963  ... 

«  «  • 

14 

1968... 

•  •  • 

5 

Of  the  five  children  who  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age,  3  were 
less  than  four  weeks  old.  The  neo-nalal  mortality  rate  is  12.1  compared 
with  12.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  stillbirth  rate  (16.0)  is  above  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
(14.0)  and  the  rate  for  Durham  County  (15.0). 

The  perinatal  mortality  is  held  to  be  a  fairly  sensitive  indicator  of  the 
general  social  conditions  prevailing  in  the  area  to  which  it  relates,  being 
affected  by  such  factors  as  housing,  sanitary  conditions  generally, 
nutrition  and  even  climate.  As  such  it  merits  close  and  continuing 
scrutiny.  The  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  the  total  still  births  and 
deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life,  per  thousand  total  births  and  for  the 
year  under  review  is  28.0. 

Table  II  shows  comparative  rates. 


Maternal  Mortality — There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  attribu¬ 
table  to  maternal  causes. 

; 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  County  Durham  for  1968  is  0.52 
and  for  England  and  Wales  0.24. 
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TABLE  I 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  District  for  1968  and  Previous  Years 
Comparative  Table  with  England  and  Wales  and  with  Durham  County 

FOR  THE  Past  Ten  Years 


Birth  Rate  per 

Death  Rate  per 

Infant  Mortality 

1,000  population 

1,000  population 

Rate  per  1,000  live 

Years 

Births 

Spen- 

Eng- 

Dur- 

Spen- 

Eng- 

Dur- 

Spen- 

Eng- 

Dur- 

ny- 

land 

ham 

ny- 

land 

ham 

ny- 

land 

ham 

moor 

& 

Co. 

moor 

& 

Co. 

moor 

& 

Co. 

UDC 

Wales 

UDC 

Wales 

UDC 

Wales 

1958 

15.73 

16.4 

18.6 

10.89 

11.7 

11.3 

32.05 

22.5 

25.4 

1959 

15.12 

16.5 

18.0 

10.27 

11.6 

10.9 

22.65 

22.2 

27.6 

1960 

16.96 

17.1 

18.5 

11.15 

11.5 

11.5 

32.74 

21.9 

27.7 

1961 

17.21 

17.4 

18.2 

10.47 

11.9 

11.2 

33.43 

21.4 

23.4 

1962 

16.23 

18.0 

18.6 

10.52 

11.9 

11.6 

31.74 

20.7 

26.0 

1963 

17.44 

18.2 

18.2 

15.23 

12.2 

11.6 

52.06 

20.9 

22.5 

1964 

15.56 

18.4 

18.3 

14.15 

11.3 

10.9 

12.56 

20.0 

22.9 

1965 

14.72 

18.1 

18.1 

12.78 

11.5 

11.4 

31.13 

19.0 

20.6 

1966 

14.47 

17.7 

17.3 

14.58 

11.7 

11.7 

36.38 

19.0 

21.0 

1967 

14.07 

17.2 

17.0 

13.11 

11.2 

10.9 

15.57 

18.8 

20.7 

Mean  for 

10  years 
1958-1967... 

15.75 

17.5 

18.1 

12.31 

11.6 

11.3 

30.0 

20.6 

23.8 

1968 

13.53 

16.9 

. 

16.1 

15.12 

11.9 

11.5 

20.0 

18.3 

20.0 

TABLE  II 

Table  Comparing  Perinatal  Rates  of  England  and  Wales  and  of  Durham 
County  with  those  of  Spennymoor  over  the  Past  10  Years. 


Years. 

Spennymoor 

U.D.C. 

England 
and  Wales 

Durham 

County 

1959 

37.5 

34.2 

39.1 

1960 

45.9 

32.9 

40.1 

1961 

23.8 

32.2 

35.7 

1962 

22.2 

30.8 

35.7 

1963 

44.0 

29.3 

32.4 

1964 

40.6 

28.2 

33.5 

1965 

64.8 

26.9 

30.7 

1966 

22.4 

26.3 

28.6 

1967 

15.3 

25.4 

26.6 

1968 

27.9 

25.0 

25.9 
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TABLE  III 


Causes  of  Death  during  1968. 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Male 

Female 

ALL  CAUSES 

228 

113 

115 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Stomach  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

3 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Lung,  Bronchus 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm — Breast 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

•  •  • 

24 

7 

17 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

•  •  • 

1 

— ■ 

1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  ... 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

— 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.  Diseases  . 

1 

— 

1 

Anaemias 

1 

1 

_ 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  ... 

•  •  • 

59 

32 

27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

•  •  • 

7 

4 

3 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

3 

Other  Heart  Disease 

•  •  • 

18 

9 

9 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ... 

*  •  • 

36 

16 

20 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

•  •  • 

8 

3 

5 

Pneumonia  ... 

•  •  • 

7 

2 

5 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . 

•  •  • 

24 

17 

7 

Asthma 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

Peptic  Ulcer. . . 

1 

1 

— 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis . 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

3 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

1 

— 

Congenital  Anomalies 

1 

1 

— 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

— 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

— 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents . 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

— 

All  other  accidents  ... 

•  «  • 

3 

2 

1 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

•  •  • 

2 

1 

1 

Mental  Disorders  ... 

... 

1 

1 

— 

TABLE  IV 

Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods. 


-1 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75  & 
over 

Total 

Males  ... 

5 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

8 

22 

26 

45 

113 

Females 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

23 

35 

51 

115 

Total 

5 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

13 

45 

61 

96 

228 

lo 


PQ 


< 

h 
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Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1 .  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  Gordon  Drummond,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  City  of  Durham, 
Durham  Rural  District  and  Urban  District  of  Brandon  & 
Byshottles.  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer^  County 
Durham. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector — N.  Robinson,  C.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.L, 
A.M.Inst.P.C.,  Qualified  Public  Health  Inspector.  Meat  and 
Other  Foods  Inspector  and  Smoke  Inspector. 

Senior  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — B.  G.  Collinson, 
C.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Qualified  Public  Health  Inspector. 
Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector  and  Smoke  Inspector. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — J.  K.  Scurr,  M.A.P.H.I. 
(Appointed  17/7/68.)  Qualified  Public  Health  Inspector  by 
Diploma  Examination  (embraces  Meat  and  Other  Foods 
qualification). 

Authorised  Meat  Inspector — G.  Allen,  A.M.R.S.H.  (Appointed 
19/8/68). 

Office:  J.  B.  Storey  (Transferred  2/8/68). 

T.  A.  Robinson  (Appointed  5/8/68). 

2.  Laboratory  Services. 

(i)  Dryburn  Hospital,  Department  of  Pathology. 

(ii)  Public  Health  Laboratory,  General  Hospital,  Westgate  Road, 
Newcastle. 

(iii)  County  Analyst,  County  Hall,  Durham. 

3.  General  Medical  Services. 

Durham  County  Executive  Council,  Green  Lane,  Old  Elvet, 
Durham. 

Seven  medical  practitioners  in  general  practice  reside  within  the 
district. 

4.  Hospital  Services. 

Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board, 

Benfield  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  6. 

Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee, 

Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham. 

South-West  Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee, 

General  Hospital,  Bishop  Auckland. 
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(a)  General. 

(i)  Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham. 

(ii)  County  Hospital,  Durham. 

(iii)  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital,  Durham  (Long  StayJ. 

(iv)  Bishop  Auckland  General  Hospital. 

{b)  Maternity. 

(i)  Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham. 

(^ii)  Princes  Street  Maternity  Home,  Bishop  Auckland. 

(c)  Infectious. 

(i)  Binchester  Whins  Isolation  Hospital,  Bishop  Auckland. 

{ii)  Highfield  Hospital,  Chester-le- Street. 

{d)  Tuberculosis. 

(i)  Bishop  Auckland  General  Hospital. 

(ii)  Chest  Clinic,  Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham. 

(Static  Mass  Radiography  unit  upen  to  general  public 
daily.) 

(iii)  Mass  miniature  Radiography  Unit,  General  Hospital, 
Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

{e)  Mental. 

Winterton  Hospital,  Sedgefield. 

(/)  Veneral  Disease  Clinic. 

General  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 

5.  Health  Services  Provided  by  Durham  County  Council. 

{d)  School  Health  Service. 

There  are  18  schools  in  the  District  comprising  3  secondary,  13 
primary,  1  nursery  and  a  day  school  for  handicapped  children. 
There  is  one  Central  Kitchen  of  the  School  Meals  service. 

;  (b)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  District  is  served  from  the  ambulance  depot  at  Bishop 
Auckland  General  Hospital  and  from  the  Ambulance  Head¬ 
quarters  at  Framwellgate  Moor,  Durham. 

The  figures  shown  below  show  work  done  by  Bishop  Auckland 
Ambulance  Depot : — 

Number  of  persons  who  used  the  service  24,914 

Number  of  stretcher  cases  .  6,039 

Number  of  sitting  cases  .  18,875 

Mileage  travelled  . 191,310 
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(c)  Health  Visiting. 

There  are  two  full-time  and  one  part-time  Health  Visitors 
covering  the  district. 

Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors : 

(a)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  .  4,090 

{b)  Tuberculosis .  109 

(c)  General  Health  ...  ...  .  270 

{d)  Mentally  sub-normal .  93 

{e)  School .  165 

(/)  Aged  people .  359 

(d)  Home  Nursing. 

No.  of  Nurses  and  District  Nurse  Midwives  ...  2 

Visits  by  District  Nurses — 

Cases.  Visits. 

{a)  Medical  cases .  159  4,209 

(b)  Surgical  cases .  48  1,144 

(c)  Tuberculosis  cases  .  6  362 

{d)  Maternal  complications  ...  —  — 

{e)  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

No.  of  Midwives  residing  and  practising  inside 
the  district  .  1 

No.  of  Midwives  residing  outside  of  district  ...  1 

Births  attended  by  County  midwives  .  84 

Total  births  (live  and  still)  .  84 

Cases  attended  as  Midwife  and  Nurse  .  84 

Hospital  patients  discharged  home  before  10th 

day  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Total  cases  attended  .  173 

(/)  Domestic  Help. 

No.  of  Home  Helps  employed  during  year  ...  73 

Cases  attended  1st  January,  1968  .  163 

New  cases  during  the  year  .  78 

Cases  terminated  during  the  year  .  77 

Cases  attended  31st  December,  1968  ...  ...  164 
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Number  of  cases  provided  during  year : — 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  . . . 
{b)  Tuberculosis . 

(c)  Chronic  sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  . . . 

[d)  Others 

{g)  Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-care. 

No.  of  patients  in  the  district  supplied  with  nursing 
equipment  in  1968  . 

(h)  Mental  Health. 

No.  of  persons  registered  as  mentally  subnormal 

No.  of  persons  under  supervision  in  their  own 
homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

No.  of  persons  in  hospitals  for  the  mentally 
subnormal  . 


2 

4 

231 

4 


165 

98 

78 

20 


(/)  Welfare  Services. 


Male 


No.  of  Blind  persons  on  register  ...  23 

No.  of  partially  sighted  persons  on 

register  .  8 

No.  of  deaf  and  dumb  persons  on 
register  .  ...  6 

No.  of  hard  of  hearing  persons  on 
register  . — 

No.  of  physical  handicapped  persons 
on  register . 24 

No.  of  persons  maintained  in  residential 
accommodation  .  ...  10 

Persons  on  waiting  list  for  residential 
accommodation  at  end  of  year  ...  6 


Female  Total 
29  52 

2  10 

3  9 


26  50 

12  22 

8  14 


6.  National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken  during  the  year  involving  Section  47 
relating  to  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  urgent  care  and  attention. 


7.  Chiropody  for  the  Aged. 

This  was  the  fourth  year  of  operation  of  the  service,  which  is 
provided  for  females  over  60  years  of  age  and  males  over  65  years  of 
age.  The  service  is  organised  on  a  voluntary  basis. 
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Two  sessions  are  held  each  week,  one  in  the  morning,  one  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Both  sessions  are  held  in  the  premises  of  Mr. 
Horner,  Chiropodist,  and  domiciliary  treatments  are  provided  for 
those  requiring  them.  The  treatment  is  provided  by  an  appointments 
system. 

The  number  of  persons  treated  was  273,  and  808  treatments  were 
given.  Thirteen  persons  had  domiciliary  treatment  with  a  total  of  40 
treatments. 

8.  Meals  on  Wheels. 

The  Meals  on  Wheels  Service  for  the  elderly  people  in  the  district, 
operated  by  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service,  continued  to  func¬ 
tion  throughout  the  year. 

The  meals  are  obtained  from  the  factory  canteen  of  Messrs.  Thorn 
Electrical  Industries  Ltd.,  and  served  to  24  persons  on  Mondays  and 
Wednesdays  and  to  36  persons  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each 
week.  A  charge  of  1  /-d.  per  meal  is  made. 

9.  Luncheon  Club. 

During  the  year  the  Women’s  Royal  Voluntary  Service  introduced  a 
new  service  for  persons  over  70  years  of  age  in  the  form  of  a  luncheon 
club. 

On  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  of  each  week  20  lunches  are  served  to 
elderly  persons  at  the  W.R.V.S.  office  in  Parkwood  Precinct,  Spenny- 
moor,  a  charge  of  l/4d.  is  made  for  the  meal.  Following  lunch  the 
participants  are  allowed  to  stay  on  the  premises  tmtil  3.00  p.m.  for 
general  discussion  or  the  playing  of  dominoes  and  cards. 

The  scheme  is  a  very  good  example  of  what  local  voluntary  work 
can  achieve. 
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Section  C 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Table  VIII  shows  the  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  ten  cases  notified  compared  with  twenty-five  in  the 
previous  year.  None  was  admitted  to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  23  cases  notified  (2  in  1967).  None  was  admitted  to 
hospital  and  no  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  disease. 

Table  X  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  which  took  place 
during  1968. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis. 

There  were  no  cases  during  the  year. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  continued,  at  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centres,  at  clinic  sessions  held  in  these  centres  and  in 
schools  and  by  general  practitioners  in  their  surgeries  under  their  own 
arrangements. 


Poliomyelitis  Vaccination — Spennymoor  Urban  District 
Year  Ended,  31st  December,  1968. 

Primary 


Age  Group 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-64 

Others 
under  16 

Total 

No.  immunised  ... 

22 

119 

17 

3 

43 

5 

209 

Reinforcing  Doses 


Age  Group. 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-64 

Others 
under  16 

Total 

No.  immunised  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

50 

— 

52 

Measles. 


59  cases  were  notified,  as  against  362  last  year.  The  cases  were,  in  the 
main,  mild  in  character  and  no  deaths  were  attributable  to  the  disease. 

Measles  Vaccination — Spennymoor  Urban  District 


Year  Ended  31st  December,  1968. 


Age  Group 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961-64 

Others 
Under  16 

Total 

No.  immunised  ... 

— 

38 

43 

36 

154 

93 

364 
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Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  the  district  and  Table  X 
shows  the  number  immunised  in  the  district  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. 

The  number  vaccinated  in  the  district  during  the  year  is  shown  on 
Table  X. 

Dysentery. 

There  were  no  cases  notified. 

Paratyphoid  Fever. 

There  were  no  cases  notified. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  was  4  compared  with  7  in  the 
previous  year.  Of  the  4  cases  notified,  3  were  of  the  pulmonary  form. 
The  table  below  shows  the  distribution  of  age  groups. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease  of  Tuberculosis  notified  in 
1968. 


Age  Group 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  . 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Under  5  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—44  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

45—64  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  Upwards  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 

— 

_ 

— 

"T*  Ot3>l  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

— 

— 

1 
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TABLE  VI. 


Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Deaths  over  the  Last  Ten  Years. 


New  Cases 

Dei 

iths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1958 . 

13 

2 

2 

- 

1959 . 

7 

1 

2 

— 

1960 . 

9 

1 

4 

— 

1961 . 

4 

— 

2 

— 

1962 . 

7 

1 

1 

— 

1963 . 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1964 . 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1965 . 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1966 . 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1967 . 

6 

2 

— 

1 

Mean  for  ten  years 

1958-1967 

5.8 

1.1 

1.4 

0.3 

1968 . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  of  school  children  over  the 
age  of  eleven  years  attending  schools  in  the  district  was  continued 
during  the  year.  The  Heaf  Multiple  Puncture  Skin  Test  was  used.  The 
following  table  shows  the  numbers  involved. 


TABLE  VII. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  School  Children 


No.  tested 

Positive 

Reactors 

Negi 
Reac 
Given  ! 

itive 

tors 

B.C.G. 

No.  ab 
time  of 

sent  at 
reading 

285  . 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

19 

6.6 

242 

84.9 

21 

7.4 

Three  children  were  not  vaccinated  for  medical  reasons. 
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TABLE  VIII 

Notifiable  Diseases  Reported. 


Number  of  cases  notified 

1966 

1967 

1968 

Scarlet  Fever 

5 

25 

10 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis : 

5 

2 

23 

Paralytic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

52 

362 

59 

Diphtheria . 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

Acute  Encephalitis : — 

■ 

— 

Infective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Post  Infective 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice  ... 

Tuberculosis : — 

— 

— 

•— 

Respiratory 

6 

6 

3 

Meninges  and  CNS 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Forms 

— 

2 

1 

Leptospirosis  . 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus  . 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  . 

— 

— 

— 

Cholera 

— 

— 

— 

Anthrax 

— 

— 

— 

Typhus  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

TABLE  IX. 

Analysis  of  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles 

AND  Poliomyelitis 


Age. 

Under 
1  yr. 

1- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5-9 

10-14 

15-24 

25 

and 

over 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

6 

— 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . . 

5 

2 

2 

2 

5 

6 

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

4 

12 

8 

8 

9 

16 

— 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

Paralytic . 

Non-Paralytic 

TABLE  X 
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Section  D 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 
To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  activities  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  1968. 

During  the  year  the  Department  has  been  actively  engaged  in 
carrying  out  housing  inspections  particularly  in  the  Low  Spennymoor 
Ward. 

The  construction  of  1,009  dwellings  at  Bessemer  Park  has  provided 
the  Council  with  the  opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  whole  of  its  Slum 
Clearance  programme  very  much  earlier  than  could  ever  have  been 
anticipated.  The  Bessemer  Park  Estate  comprises  560  dwellings  on  a 
five  storey  spine  building  occupying  the  centre  of  the  site  and  a  carpet 
layout  of  449  one  and  two  storey  houses.  The  whole  of  the  estate  is  to  be 
completed  by  1971. 

The  system  of  refuse  storage  at  Bessemer  Park  was  chosen  following 
an  assessment  of  methods  currently  in  use.  It  consists  of  an  external 
cupboard  fitted  with  a  head  unit  onto  which  the  paper  sack  is  clamped. 
Collection  of  refuse  from  the  high  level  street  is  via  trolleys  and  lifts.  It 
was  envisaged  with  this  method  that  the  final  collections  would  be  made 
by  the  refuse  vehicles  in  the  service  nodes,  but  since  the  appointment  of 
a  Janitor  a  number  of  garages  have  been  earmarked  to  provide  inter¬ 
mediate  storage.  Normal  collection  methods  are  to  be  adopted  for 
dwellings  located  other  than  those  in  the  spine. 

Practical  experience  has  proved  that  the  paper  sack  is  one  of  the 
easiest  and  most  adaptable  systems  of  refuse  collection  and  certainly  has 
merit  in  this  development  where  the  provision  of  refuse  chutes  and 
containers  are  considered  unsuitable. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  is  a  top  priority  service,  personal 
to  all  residents  of  the  Urban  District  and  is  committed  to  exacting 
demands  in  all  types  of  weather. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  and  frequency  of 
collection  which  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  district  during 
the  year. 

Refuse  disposal  has  continued  throughout  the  year  at  Rock  Road  site 
but  the  life  of  the  tip  is  now  running  out  and  we  will  soon  be  using 
Hallheads  Quarry.  Preliminary  discussion  is  shortly  to  take  place  on  a 
proposed  joint  disposal  scheme  with  Durham  Rural  District  and 
Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  District  Councils. 
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The  inspection  of  food  shops  has  been  maintained  during  the  year 
with  the  awareness  that  the  commonly  accepted  standards  of  food 
hygiene  in  pre-war  days  was  far  lower  than  that  expected  nowadays. 

With  the  introduction  of  supermarket  and  modern  methods  of  pre¬ 
packaging  of  foodstuifs,  the  food  industry  is  becoming  a  large,  imper¬ 
sonal  concern. 

Together  with  the  changing  attitudes  of  consumers  and  the  demand 
for  a  higher  standard  of  food  hygiene,  additional  responsibilities  are 
placed  on  food  retailers,  particularly  where  large  stocks  of  perishable 
foodstuffs  are  concerned. 

The  retailer  should  understand  manufacturers’  coding  systems  and 
rotate  stocks  accordingly.  Much  more  attention  must  be  paid  to 
refrigeration  methods  and  storage  conditions.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
quality  of  food  does  not  fall  below  standard  because  of  bulk  buying.  The 
housewife  of  today  expects  value  for  money  and  also  clean  and  safe  food 
handling  to  go  with  it. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  appointed  a  full-time  Meat  Inspector  to 
cope  with  the  ever  increasing  throughput  at  the  wholesale  slaughter¬ 
house  and  the  proposed  extensions  are  a  further  indication  that  slaught- 
et'ing  will  increase. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chief  Officers  of 
the  Council  and  their  respective  staffs  for  assistance  during  the  year  and, 
in  conclusion  I  would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  the  department  for 
their  continued  support. 


N.  ROBINSON, 

C.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.M.Inst.P.C., 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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1.  Water  Supply. 

{a)  Source. 

Water  is  supplied  for  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District  by  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board  and  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  both 
quality  and  quantity  during  the  year. 

The  bulk  of  this  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Tunstall  impounding 
reservoir  and  treatment  works.  The  Txmstall  Pressure  Filter  Plant  was 
constructed  in  stages  between  1937  and  1950  and  now  consists  of  28 
steel  units  with  a  total  capacity  of  over  3  million  gallons  a  day  of 
filtered  water. 

Because  of  the  need  to  find  a  substantial  new  source  of  supply  the 
Durham  County  Water  Board  and  the  Sunderland  and  South  Shields 
Water  Company  joined  forces  some  years  ago  to  build  a  new  reservoir, 
the  Derwent  Reservoir,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Edmondbyers.  This 
reservoir,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  country,  has  a  capacity  of  11,000 
million  gallons  and  is  designed  to  produce  a  yield  of  32  million  gallons  a 
day. 

The  clear  filtered  water  from  the  treatment  plant  is  discharged  into 
a  reservoir  of  3  million  gallons  capacity. 

Part  of  the  Urban  District,  namely  the  village  of  Kirk  Merrington, 
including  North  Close,  is  supplied  with  water  from  this  reservoir. 

(6)  Purity. 

Only  natural  fluoride  is  present  in  the  water  and  is  0.1  to  0.45  p.p.m., 
the  water  is  not  plumbo  solvent.  The  hardness  is  41.5  p.p.m. 

The  figures  for  the  consumption  in  the  Board’s  area  again  show  an 
increase  on  last  year’s : — 

Unmetered  consumption  amounts  to  29.96  gallons  per  person  per 
day  (28.1  for  1967). 

Metered  consumption  amounts  to  14.95  gallons  per  person  per 
day  (14.76  fo  1967). 

A  total  of  44.91  gallons  a  day  for  each  of  the  consumers  in  the  area 
of  supply. 

Sixteen  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  mains  supply  were  examined 
and  recorded  as  Class  I. 

A  sample  of  water  taken  from  a  shallow  well  within  the  district  was 
also  recorded  as  Class  I.  The  Water  Company  also  provides  a  routine 
examination  of  the  sources  of  supply  and  tests  are  made  in  their  own 
laboratory. 

In  June  a  sample  from  a  stream  at  the  rear  of  Attwood  Terrace, 
Tudhoe  Colliery  was  taken  for  chemical  analysis.  The  figures  of  analysis 
indicated  that  the  stream  was  polluted  with  organic  matter  and  the  fact 
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that  anionic  detergent  was  present  was  strong  evidence  that  the  source 
of  the  pollution  was  domestic  sewage. 

A  copy  of  the  report  was  sent  to  the  Surveyor  for  action. 

There  are  6,304  properties  supplied  from  the  Board’s  mains  and 
with  the  exception  of  caravans,  there  is  no  property  known  to  the 
Department  without  a  direct  supply  of  piped  water. 

2.  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

The  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  district  at  the  end  of 
1968  was  7,574  and  68  ash-closets  remain  in  the  district  as  follows: — 

Spennymoor  .  5 

Low  Spennymoor .  6 

Tudhoe  .  10 

Byers  Green  .  42 

Kirk  Merrington  .  5 

There  were  no  W.C.  conversions  carried  out  during  the  year. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  proposed  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  at  Green  Lane 
for  trade  waste  discharge  was  revised  following  a  recommendation  from 
an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  and  confirmation  that  a  Courtaulds  factory  would  be 
built  with  a  trade  waste  discharge  of  250,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  revised  scheme  is  £960,000,  which  includes 
sewerage  and  surface  water  drainage  works.  Work  is  expected  to  start 
early  in  1969. 

4.  Slum  Clearance. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  with  slum  clearance  in  the  town.  In 
the  fifteen  years  prior  to  1967  a  total  of  28  areas  comprising  717  houses 
had  been  declared  by  the  Council  to  be  Clearance  Areas. 

It  became  apparent  that  carefully  planned  clearance  or  improvement 
was  most  essential  and  a  programme  of  inspections  was  drawn  up. 
These  revised  schemes  received  the  approval  of  the  Council  and  in  this 
regard  I  am  indebted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Treasurer  for 
intensifying  slum  clearance  activities  even  still  further,  and  to  the 
Surveyor  and  his  staff  for  the  preparation  of  plans. 

{a)  Clearance  Areas. 

4  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  to  the  Council  for  the  making  of 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  and  were  subsequently  transmitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
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The  Areas  were: — 

Area 

Duke  Street  No.  2/Post  Office  Street 

Edward/Flora  Street  . 

Merrington  Lane  No.  6 
Barker  Street  Nos.  1  and  2 


No.  of  Houses. 
47 
19 
88 
45 


(b)  Individual  Unfit  Houses. 


During  the  year  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  following 
properties : — 


Property. 

18  Brook  Street,  Spennymoor 

11  Brook  Street,  Spennymoor 

82  Craddock  Street,  Spennymoor  ... 

98  Craddock  Street,  Spennymoor  ... 

2,  3,  4  and  5  Bishops  Close  Cottages, 
Whitworth . 

The  Cottage,  Tudhoe  Village 

1  and  2  Depot  Cottages,  Spennymoor 

2  and  4  Bryan  Street,  Spennymoor  ... 

12  and  14  Holborn  Street,  Spennymoor 
9  Clarence  Street,  Spennymoor 


Order. 

Closing  Order. 
Closing  Order. 
Closing  Order. 
Demolition  Order. 

Closing  Orders. 
Demolition  Order. 
Demolition  Orders. 
Closing  Orders. 
Demolition  Orders. 
Closing  Order. 


Sixteen  Individual  Unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  and  orders  made  as 
follows : — 

10  Closing  Orders;  6  Demolition  Orders. 


A  total  of  107  families  were  rehoused  from  unfit  houses  during  the 
year  and  153  properties  were  demolished. 


5.  Council  Houses. 

The  number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  the  post-war  period 
1945  to  1968  is  1,683.  The  houses  erected  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  150, 
now  Council-owned,  502  dwellings  owned  by  the  North  Eastern 
Housing  Association  and  226  Sundry  Dwellings  owned  by  the  Council 
give  a  total  effective  housing  accommodation  of  2,635  dwellings. 

(Includes  74  pre-war  Council  houses.) 
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Number  of  Council  Houses  and  Flats  Completed  during  1968. 


Housing  Site 

1  bedroom 

2  bedroom 

3  bedroom 

Totals 

Lyne  Road  Redevelopment 

— 

5 

18 

23 

York  Hill  Extension 

8 

28 

55 

91 

Bessemer  Park 

4 

— 

— 

4 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

12 

33 

73 

118 

6.  Rent  Act,  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

No  applications  were  received  for  the  issue  of  certificates  of  disrepair. 

7.  Private  Street  Works. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  making  up  of  unmade  streets  is 
carried  out  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department  and  during  1968  no  streets 
were  completed  as  compared  with  2  during  1967. 

8.  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  area. 
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9.  Factories  Act,  1961. 


FACTORIES  INSPECTION 

Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspector). 


No.  on 
Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

36 

28 

2 

Total  . 

36 

28 

2 

— 

Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (if  defects  were  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  occasions  they  are  counted  as  two, 
three  or  more  ‘cases’) 


Particulars 

(1) 

Numb« 

^r  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

• 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remed¬ 

ied 

(3) 

Refe 

rred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  ... 
(S.7) 

Unsuitable  or 
defective 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

2 

2 

Total  . 

2 

2 

. 

— 

— 

Five  persons  were  notified  as  outworkers. 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature  of 
work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  requir¬ 
ed  by  Sec. 
133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
Council 

No.  of 
prosec¬ 
utions 
for  fail¬ 
ure  to 
provide 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing 

Apparel 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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10.  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963. 


(a)  The  following  gives  details  of  the  registered  premises  in  the 
Urban  District  and  shows  the  number  of  persons  employed. 


Registered 

Premises 

Persons 

Employed 

•••  •••  ••• 

29 

327 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

79 

387 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . 

2 

15 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public, 

C^anteens  •••  •••  •••  •«. 

19 

105 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

4 

18 

(b)  During  the  year  numerous  visits  were  made  to  enforce  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  the  Act  and  to  give  advice  where  necessary.  One  inspection  in 
particular  showed  very  bad  working  conditions  to  exist.  The  premises 
was  found  to  be  without  lighting,  heating  or  sanitary  facilities  and  was 
not  registered  under  the  Act.  It  was  recommended  by  the  Council  that 
proceedings  be  instituted. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  contraventions  found  to 
exist  under  the  Act: — 


Number  of 

Section  contraventions  found 


4 

Cleanliness 

7 

6 

Temperature 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

7 

Ventilation 

•  •  •  •  • « 

11 

8 

Lighting  ... 

•  • «  •  •  • 

13 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

10 

Washing  facilities 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

11 

Supply  of  drinking  water 

3 

12 

Clothing  accommodation 

•  •  *  •  • « 

4 

16 

Floors,  passage  and  stairs 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

18 

17 

Fencing  exposed  parts  of  machinery 

1 

24 

First  Aid  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

4 

50 

Display  of  Abstract 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

rPotal  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

98 

During  the  year  9  accidents  were  reported  involving  employees 
in  registered  premises,  all  were  minor  accidents  and  were  not  attribu¬ 
table  to  any  breach  of  the  Act, 
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11.  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

(a)  Installation  of  Boiler  Plant. 


In  the  course  of  inspections  during  the  year  it  was  found  that  a 
number  of  boilers  were  being  installed  at  factories  in  the  district 
without  the  knowledge  of  this  authority. 


Section  3(3)  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  states  that: — 

“A  furnace  .  .  .  shall  not  be  installed  in  a  building  or  in  any  such 
boiler  or  plant .  . .  unless  notice  of  the  proposal  to  install  it  has  been 
given  to  the  locai  authority,  and  any  person  who  installs  a  furnace  in 
contravention  of  this  subsection  or  on  whose  instructions  a  furnace 
is  so  installed  shall  be  guilty  of  an  offence.” 


Section  10  of  the  Act  states  that  when  plans  are  submitted  to  a  local 
authority  and  indicate  that  it  is  proposed  to  construct  a  chimney  carry¬ 
ing  smoke,  grit,  dust  or  gases  from  the  building  the  local  authority  shall 
reject  the  plans  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  the  height  of  the  chimney 
as  shown  on  the  plans  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent,  so  far  as  is  practicable, 
the  smoke,  grit,  dust  or  gases  from  becoming  prejudicial  to  health  or  a 
nuisance. 


Applications  for  prior  approval  of  plant  must  therefore  include 
details  of  Boiler  Rating,  Fuel  used  etc.  so  that  chimney  heights  may  be 
determined,  and  appropriate  forms  requiring  this  information  are  now 
issued. 


{b)  Todhills  Brickworks. 

These  premises  were  found  to  be  not  registrable  under  the  Alkali 
Works  Regulations  Act,  1906  and  Orders  1928  to  1958  because  of  the 
type  of  kilns  and  as  such  the  premises  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
Authority.  An  offending  cffimney  did  not  violate  the  dark  smoke 
provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  but  the  emission  was  dealt  with  appro¬ 
priately  under  the  provisions  of  Public  Health  Acts. 
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12.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

(a)  Meat  Inspection. 

In  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  all  car¬ 
cases  and  offal  of  animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  are 
inspected  and  the  carcases  marked  with  an  approved  stamp. 

There  were  two  licensed  slaughterhouses  operating  in  the  area  during 
the  year,  one  operating  only  twice  weekly,  while  the  other,  a  meat 
wholesale  business,  required  the  constant  attendance  of  a  Health 
Inspector  for  meat  inspection  purposes  and  this  subsequently  led  to  the 
appointment  of  a  full-time  Meat  Inspector. 

Table  XI  shows  the  numbers  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and 
condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  during  the  year. 

TABLE  XI 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total. 

Number  killed 

3815 

352 

40 

19345 

3648 

27200 

Carcases  inspected 

3815 

352 

40 

19345 

3648 

27200 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

13 

8 

4 

59 

11 

95 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  ... 

1370 

83 

4 

3282 

1074 

5813 

Weight  of  carcases/parts  con¬ 
demned  (in  lbs.) 

21222 

3953 

98 

9522 

2871 

37666 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

24 

Weight  of  carcases/parts 
condemned  (in  lbs.) 

— 

618 

— 

— 

336 

954 

Cysticerci : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

13 

3 

- 

-  — 

16 

Carcases  submitted  to  refrigeration 

13 

3 

— 

— 

— 

16 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weight  of  carcases/parts 
condemned  (in  lbs.) 

1983 

480 

— 

— 

— 

2463 

Total  weights  of  carcases  and  offal  condemned  were  as  follows: — 

Tuberculosis  954  lbs. 

Other  Causes  40,129  lbs. 

Meat  Inspection  charges  amounted  to  £1,158  18s.  6d. 


31 


{b)  Emergency  Slaughter. 

The  following  record  of  some  of  the  animals  slaughtered  in  emer¬ 
gency  at  the  abattoir  during  the  year  provides  an  excellent  guide  as  to 
the  variety  of  diseases  encountered  and  ihe  careful  judgement 
required : — 

1.  Cow  alive,  without  a  Vet’s  Certificate  found  sulfering  from 
acute  septic  mastitis  and  commencing  gangrene.  Pyaemic  abscesses 
throughout  all  organs.  Condemned. 

2.  Cow  alive,  recently  calved  and  arrived  in  a  moribund  state. 
Carcase  badly  bled  but  set  well  though  fevered  appearance.  Affected 
with  actue  septic  metritis.  Condemned. 

3.  Bullock  alive,  semi-paralysed  and  accompanied  by  a  non¬ 
committal  Certificate.  Specimens  submitted  to  Pathological  Laboratory 
for  possible  Tetanus  toxins  as  post  mortem  lesions  of  this  disease  are 
non-characteristic.  Animal  cleared  by  laboratory  and  passed. 

4.  Cow  dead,  electrocuted  accidentally  and  throat  subsequently  cut 
by  farmer.  Carcase  well  bled  and  set  up  well,  all  organs  healthy. 
Carcase  and  organs  passed. 

5.  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  heifer  carcase,  quartered  and  found 
localised.  Sent  to  Cold  Store  for  refrigeration. 

6.  Cow  alive  with  gross  enlargement  of  spleen.  Cleared  by  Ministry 
Veterinary  Officer  of  Anthrax  on  microscopic  examination. 

7.  Tubercular  pig  carcase  warranting  localised  condemnation  of 
affected  parts  and  organs. 

8.  Pig  carcase  alive,  affected  with  acute  septic  peritonitis,  enteritis 
and  gastritis.  Condemned. 

9.  Cow  alive,  affected  with  Johnes  Disease.  Animal  dull  and 
suffering  from  chronic  emaciation.  Condemned. 

10.  Sheep  (several)  ravaged  by  dogs  arrived  dead  or  dying.  Local¬ 
ised  condemnations  depend  upon  conditions  of  carcase  and  efficiency 
of  bleeding. 

The  importance  of  subjecting  the  carcases  of  animals  which  have 
undergone  emergency  slaughter  or  are  brought  into  the  abattoir  as 
casualties  to  a  careful  and  critical  inspection  is  of  utmost  importance 
as  the  consumption  of  the  flesh  of  such  animals  may  give  rise  to  food 
poisoning.  Slaughter  of  a  food  animal  on  account  of  accident  or  injury 
is  fully  justified  on  economic  and  humane  grounds,  but  it  is  beyond 
doubt  that  many  animals  suffering  from  illness  of  an  acute  febrile 
nature  are  slaughtered  in  an  attempt  to  market  the  carcase. 

Several  cases  came  to  light  v^re  the  Veterinary  Surgeon’s  notes 
proved  to  be  of  little  help  in  the  carrying  out  of  post-mortem  judgement 
and  this  matter  has  been  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food. 
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(c)  Proposed  Alterations  to  Wholesale  Slaughterhouse  (J.  A.Jewitt  Ltd.) 

Messrs.  Jewitt  have  engaged  the  services  of  an  Architect  to  re-design 
the  layout  of  the  slaughterhouse  and  so  provide  more  space  for  the 
increased  throughput  and  slaughtering  activities.  This  extension  is 
proposed  to  be  constructed  within  the  curtilage  of  the  existing  slaughter¬ 
house  and  is  an  opportunity  to  obtain  whatever  is  necessary  so  as  to 
ensure  the  hygienic  and  safe  production  of  meat. 

(d)  Slaughter  of  Animals  {Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations^  1958. 

Returns  received  from  the  two  local  knacker  yards  of  animals 
received  into  their  premises  during  the  year  and  slaughtered  for  other 
than  human  consumption  are  given  below : — 


Hoi 

ses 

For 

lies 

1968 

Live 

Dead 

Live 

Dead 

January 

3 

3 

1 

6 

February  . 

1 

— 

— 

3 

March 

3 

4 

— 

1 

April  ... 

4 

4 

— 

3 

May  . 

— 

4 

2 

3 

June  ... 

2 

4 

1 

1 

July  . 

4 

— 

— 

2 

August  . 

— 

4 

1 

4 

September 

1 

3 

— 

— 

October 

2 

1 

— 

4 

November 

1 

4 

1 

2 

December  . 

2 

3 

— 

— 

'X'otdls  •••  ••• 

23 

34 

6 

29 

{e)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

There  were  16  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


(/)  Food  Inspection. 

Foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  as 
follows : — 

ozs. 

4 
8 


lbs. 

Meat  at  retail  shops 

...  15 

Canned  Meats  . 

...  193 

Other  Canned  Foods 

...  446 

Other  Foods  . 

...  214 

Total 

...  868 

12 
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(g)  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Carcases  of  animals  condemned  are  sent  to  a  processor  at  Darlington. 
Small  quantities  of  unfit  food  are  buried  in  the  Council  Refuse  Tip. 


{h)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

An  estimated  50%  of  the  food  shops  in  the  town  were  registered 
under  the  above-mentioned  Act  for  the  storage,  preparation  and  sale  of 
cooked  and  preserved  foods  and  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 


Four  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream  and  38  premises  are  registered  for  its  storage  and  sale.  33 
samples  taken  from  manufacturers  and  submitted  to  the  Department  of 
Pathology,  Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham,  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion,  provided  the  following  results : 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


...  17  samples. 

...  Nil. 

...  2  samples. 

...  14  samples. 


(z)  Bakehouses. 

There  are  4  bakehouses  in  the  area. 

(j)  Fish  Shops. 

Fourteen  premises  are  in  use  in  the  area  as  fish  shops. 


(k)  Milk  Supply. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  issue  of  milk  licences 
and  the  County  Health  Inspectors  regularly  take  samples  of  milk  and 
consequently  no  sampling  has  been  done  by  this  authority. 

The  following  summary  shows  the  results  of  the  testing  of  samples 
taken  in  this  area : — 

116  samples  were  tested. 

10  failed  the  mythelene  blue  test  and  one  failed  the  phos- 
phatese  test. 


(/)  Brucella  Abortus. 

No  routine  sampling  is  done  by  this  Authority  because  of  the  close 
liaison  with  the  County  Health  Inspector  (as  mentioned  in  the  previous 
paragraph)  but  where  Brucella  is  suspected,  joint  action  will  be  taken. 

There  has  been  no  evidence  of  Brucella  during  the  year. 


(m)  The  liquid  Egg  {Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963. 

There  are  no  liquid  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  district. 

{n)  Poultry  Processing  Premises. 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district. 
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(o)  Food  Complaints. 

Investigations  were  made  in  respect  of  three  complaints  concerning 
food  which  contained  foreign  matter. 

(1)  Cockroach  contained  in  a  packet  of  Potato  Crisps. 

A  packet  of  potato  crisps  purchased  from  licensed  premises 
in  the  district  was  found  to  contain  a  live  cockroach.  Investi¬ 
gation  of  the  matter  revealed  that  the  insect  was  not  dis¬ 
covered  until  after  the  packet  was  opened  by  the  purchaser. 
A  small  hole  was  found  in  the  bottom  of  the  cellophane  bag 
shortly  after  the  purchase  was  made  and,  as  there  was  no 
evidence  to  indicate  when  the  insect  had  gained  entry  to  the 
packet,  it  was  decided  not  to  take  formal  action. 

(2)  Nail  contained  in  a  portion  of  Fruit  Pie. 

A  complaint,  from  a  person  not  residing  in  the  urban  area,  was 
made  in  respect  of  a  portion  of  fruit  pie  purchased  from  a 
baker  in  Spennymoor.  The  pie  was  found  to  contain  a  nail, 
but  owing  to  the  circumstances  following  investigation  of  the 
matter,  no  formal  action  was  taken  against  the  supplier  or 
retailer.  A  warning  letter  was  sent  to  the  bakery  concerned 
following  a  recommendation  by  the  Health  Committee. 

(3)  Case  of  Maggoty  Bacon. 

A  consignment  of  bacon,  delivered  to  one  of  the  schools  was 
found  to  be  fly  blown,  smelling  and  maggoty.  This  was 
discovered  by  the  cook  who  telephoned  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  immediately.  Information  was  given  to  the  County 
Council  who  took  the  prosecution  at  Bishop  Auckland 
Magistrates  Court  on  21st  November.  The  firm  involved 
pleaded  Guilty  under  Section  2  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955  and  were  fined  £25  and  £9.  14s.  Od.  costs. 

13.  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964. 

During  the  year  a  further  five  certificates  of  registration  were  issued. 
There  are  now  26  Scrap  Metal  Dealers  registered  under  this  Act,  five 
of  these  have  a  scrap  metal  store  in  the  area  and  21  are  itinerant 
collectors. 

14.  Public  Cleansing. 

{a)  Reorganisation  of  Rounds. 

Despite  difficulties  which  were  encountered  through  a  significant 
increase  in  bulk,  the  refuse  collection  teams  endeavoured  to  maintain 


35 


a  once-weekly  collection  service.  This  is  the  Department’s  constant 
aim  and  was  borne  uppermost  in  mi^d  during  reorganisation  of  the 
cleansing  sections  which  was  carried^dufing  the  year. 

Reorganisation  was  found  to  be  necessary  because  of  the  virtual 
abolition  of  earth  closets  throughout  the  district  and  the  arrival  of  our 
new  12  and  18  cubic  yard  dual  tipper  refuse  collection  vehicles.  The 
other  reasons  for  this  re-allocation  may  now  be  stated  as  follows : — 

(1)  An  excessive  amount  of  overtime,  including  Saturdays,  was 
being  worked  by  the  refuse  collectors. 

(2)  An  excessive  amount  of  dead  mileage  was  being  travelled  by 
the  vehicles  because  of  overlapping  districts;  long  hauls  to 
tips;  and  the  operation  of  a  ‘spare’  section. 

(3)  Petitions  and  numerous  complaints  were  being  received  from 
the  Public  regarding  the  irregularity  of  the  service.  In  the 
past  large  numbers  of  individual  ratepayers  have  suffered 
from  a  deterioration  of  the  service. 

Following  consultation  with  the  workmen,  districts  were  allocated 
so  as  to  give  equal  work  to  each  team  over  the  week  and  to  allow  for 
completion  of  the  work  on  daily  shifts  operating  at  100%  performance. 

(b)  Refuse  Collection  at  Bessemer  Park, 

When  one  examines  the  extent  of  the  paper  sack  scheme  at  Bessemer 
Park,  the  financial  cost  involved  is  extremely  high.  The  cost  of  collection 
is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  number  of  sacks  issued  and  to  the  number 
of  staff,  including  Janitors,  engaged  in  this  work. 

Intermediate  storage  will  prove  more  economical  as  it  avoids  vehicle 
waiting  time,  but  this  arrangement  should  conform  to  the  British 
Standard  Code  of  Practice  laid  down  for  refuse  storage  compartments. 
Garages  are  hardly  suitable  for  the  storage  of  putrescible  material. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  service  to  the  householder,  combined  with 
cleanliness  and  hygiene,  the  systematic  collection  of  refuse  is  essential 
and  in  no  way  should  tenants  be  expected  to  assist  in  removing  their 
own  refuse. 

(c)  Trade  Refuse  and  Salvage. 

As  the  Department’s  contribution  to  the  Council’s  policy  of  making 
every  effort  to  encourage  the  movement  of  new  industry  to  the  area 
every  effort  was  made  to  meet  the  need  of  industrial  and  commercial 
requirements  for  trade  refuse  services  and  close  contact  was  maintained 
with  all  premises  where  trade  refuse  presented  a  major  problem. 

Following  the  Health  Committee’s  decision  on  salvage  collections, 
charges  for  this  service  were  waived  and  shopkeepers  were  encouraged 
to  pre-separate  waste  paper  and  cardboard.  Clean  waste  paper  and 
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fibreboard  was  collected,  baled  and  sold  to  the  paper  mills  and  during 
the  year  (January  to  December)  a  total  weight  of  324  tons  8  cwts  was 
sent  to  the  mills  and  £3,266  12s.  Od.  was  received  from  the  sales. 

(d)  Staff. 

To  carry  out  the  work  of  the  Department,  18  workmen  are  employed 
as  follows: — 

1  Foreman  (acts  as  Foreman  for  Surveyor’s  Department  also) 

1  Bulldozer  Driver/Tip  Attendant. 

1  Salvage  Wagon  Driver/Collector. 

1  Salvage  Collector/Baler  Operator. 

3  Drivers. 

11  Fillers. 

The  help  of  additional  temporary  personnel  is  enlisted  to  cover 
annual  holidays  and  sickness. 

{e)  Vehicles. 

Four  vehicles  are  used  in  the  collection  of  refuse : — 

2  Karrier  Dual  Tippers  (18  cubic  yard  capacity). 

1  Karrier  Dual  Tipper  (12  cubic  yard  capacity). 

1  Derby  Salvage  Vehicle  (10  cubic  yard  capacity). 

1  Spare  Wagon. 

The  large  wagons  have  a  crew  of  five  men  including  Driver  and  the 
smaller  wagon  a  crew  of  three  Fillers  and  a  Driver. 

(/)  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  original  anticipated  life  of  Scurr’s  Refuse  Tip  was  fulfilled  and 
work  on  filling  in  the  lower  roadway  so  as  to  bring  the  surface  to  a 
suitable  level  with  adjoining  land  was  commenced. 

It  is  as  well  that  we  have  adequate  land  available  for  tipping,  as  the 
present  increase  in  volume  presents  a  formidable  problem  and  the 
signs  are  that  this  is  likely  to  increase  still  further.  For  example,  the 
Prices  and  Incomes  Board  has  studied  certain  aspects  of  milk  delivery, 
including  the  enormous  labour  costs  involved  in  distribution,  and  have 
suggested  that  milk  be  delivered  in  larger  quantities  at  less  frequent 
intervals  and  the  probability  is  that  plastic  non-returnable  containers 
will  be  used.  These  plastic  containers  obviously  have  advantages  over 
glass  bottles  to  the  Dairies  but  the  fact  remains  that  16  one-pint  con¬ 
tainers  occupy  approximately  \  cubic  foot  in  the  dustbin;  assuming  a 
consumption  of  16  pints  of  milk  per  household  per  week,  20,000 
premises  could  produce  approximately  10,000  cubic  feet  of  extra  refuse 
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per  week,  or  nearly  10,000  cubic  yards  per  annum.  Controlled  tipping 
is  by  far  the  cheapest  form  of  disposal  but  it  may  soon  be  necessary  to 
consider  the  problem  arising  from  domestic  refuse  which  is  increasing 
in  volume  and  decreasing  in  density  because  of  large  amounts  of  paper, 
pol5n;hene,  etc. 

(g)  Sickness  Benefit  Scheme. 

The  total  number  of  man  hours  lost  due  to  sickness  during  the  year 
from  January  to  December  was  2,453  and  the  cost  involved  was 
£471.  8s.  4d. 


15.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

A  part-time  Rodent  Operative  is  employed  by  the  Department  from 
the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

In  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  instruc¬ 
tions  maintenance  treatments  to  the  sewers  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  A  total  of  54  manholes  were  pre-baited  and  no  takes  were 
shown.  This  undoubtedly  indicated  that  the  sewer  system  in  the  district 
was  comparatively  free  from  rodent  infestation. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  rodent  control  work  carried  out 
during  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1968,  as  per  Ministry 
of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Form  I.R.  31: — 


Properties  other  than  sewers. 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 

2.  (a)  total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 
notification 

(6)  number  infested  by  (i)  Ratals 

(ii)  Mice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 
than  notification 

(6)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

(ii)  Mice 


Type  of  Property. 

Non- 

Agricultural. 

Agricultural. 

7,221 

46 

80 

2 

57 

2 

19 

— 

8 

1 

7 

1 

1 

— 
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16.  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Summary  Submitted  to  Durham 
County  Council  for  the  Year^  1968. 

Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

{a)  Formal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  a  result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  .  153 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result  of 

formal  action  .  10 

(hi)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit 

houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily  postponed  ...  — 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  ...  — 

(b)  Informal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  as 

a  result  of  informal  action  and  not  included  above  ...  — 

Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under 
Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public  Health 
Acts: — 

(a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action .  50 

{b)  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  .  16 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  2 
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Improvement  Grants 


Number  of  separate  houses 

Discretionary 

Grant 

Standard 

Grant 

Applications  submitted  to  Local 
Authority  . 

36 

12 

Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  applications  approved 
since  inception  of  scheme  . 

420 

124 

Total  number  of  grants  paid  since 
inception  of  scheme 

373 

119 

Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  .  — 

Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  .  — 

Total  number  of  water-closets  in  District . 7,574 

Total  number  of  ash-closets  in  District  .  68 

Number  of  ashpit-privies  in  District  .  — 
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G.  Bailes  Qt  Sons,  Printers,  Durham 


